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“Call me Taylor”
A new, more accepting day is gradually dawning for transgender 
people, who are using the opportunity to move from the shadows 
and live more openly and confidently. Taylor Straw, who just 
happens to be an SCI BC Peer, is among them.

I
Q�-XQH�������9DQLW\�)DLU�PDJD�
]LQH�SXEOLVKHG�RQH�RI�LWV�DOO�WLPH�
PRVW�SRSXODU� LVVXHV��7KH�FRYHU�
IHDWXUHG�&DLWO\Q�-HQQHU�LQ�D�RQH�
SLHFH�ERG\VXLW�ZLWK�WKH�WLWOHڔ��&DOO�

PH�&DLWO\Qڕ��WHPSWLQJ�UHDGHUV�WR�RSHQ�
XS�WKH�PDJD]LQH�DQG�OHDUQ�ZK\�-HQQHU�
ZRXOG�WUDGH�KHU�OLIH�DV�D�IRUPHU�PDOH�
2O\PSLDQ�GHFDWKOHWH�WR�OLYH�DV�D�ZRPDQ�
:HOO�EHIRUH�WKLV�LFRQLF�LVVXH�RI�9DQ�

LW\� )DLU� DSSHDUHG�� WKH� WUDQVJHQGHU�
PRYHPHQW�KDG�EHHQ�JUDGXDOO\�JDLQLQJ�
PRPHQWXP��%XW�LQ�UHWURVSHFW��-HQQHUڑV�
EDUH�DOO��RU�DOPRVW�DOO��DQ\KRZ��VWRU\�
PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�WXUQLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�
WUDQVJHQGHUHG�SHRSOHڑV�TXHVW�WR�H[HUFLVH�
WKHLU�ULJKWV��EDWWOH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��DQG�

PRYH�IURP�D�FRYHUW�H[LVWHQFH�LQWR�VRFL�
HW\ڑV�PDLQVWUHDP��,Q�WKH����PRQWKV�WKDW�
IROORZHG��-HQQHUڑV�9DQLW\�)DLU�IHDWXUH�
SURPSWHG�D�஋RRG�RI�WUDQVJHQGHU�VWRULHV�
DQG�FRYHUDJH�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�PHGLD��$W�
WKH�VDPH�WLPH��HஉRUWV�ZHUH�VWHSSHG�XS�
WR�HQVKULQH�WUDQVJHQGHU�ULJKWV�DORQJVLGH�
WKRVH�RI�RWKHU�IRUPHUO\�GLVFULPLQDWHG�
DJDLQVW�JURXSV�VXFK�DV�JD\�DQG�OHVELDQ�
SHRSOH��+HUH�LQ�&DQDGD��PRVW�QRWDEOH�
DPRQJ�WKHVH�ZDV�WKH�7UXGHDX�JRYHUQ�
PHQWڑV�LQWURGXFWLRQ�HDUOLHU�WKLV�\HDU�RI�
%LOO�&ڌ���OHJLVODWLRQ�WKDW�ZRXOG�JXDU�
DQWHH�OHJDO�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�SURWHFWLRQ�
WR�WUDQVJHQGHU�SHRSOH�DFURVV�&DQDGD��DW�
WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��WKH�%LOO�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�
WR�EH�SDVVHG�LQ�D�WKLUG�UHDGLQJ�LQ�WKH�

+RXVH�RI�&RPPRQV�DQG�VHQW�WR�WKH�6HQ�
DWH�EHIRUH�&KULVWPDV���
2I� FRXUVH�� XQLYHUVDO� DFFHSWDQFH�

RI� WUDQVJHQGHU�SHRSOH�ZRQڑW�KDSSHQ�
RYHUQLJKW��,Q�PDQ\�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��LQ�
FOXGLQJ��VDGO\��KHUH�LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD���
WKH\�DUH�VXEMHFW�WR�DSSDOOLQJ�GLVFULPLQD�
WLRQ�DQG�HYHQ�YLROHQFH��%XW�LW�VHHPV�DV�
WKRXJK�WKRVH�ஊJKWLQJ�IRU�WUDQVJHQGHU�
ULJKWV�QRZ�KDYH�DW�OHDVW�D�IRRWKROGڌDQG�
LWڑV�XQOLNHO\�WKDW�HYHQ�D�FORVHG�PLQGHG�
86�SUHVLGHQW�HOHFW�FRXOG�FKDQJH�WKDW�
,Q�WKLV�HQYLURQPHQW�RI�JURZLQJ�DF�

FHSWDQFH��PRUH�DQG�PRUH�WUDQVJHQGHU�
SHRSOH�DUH�VWHSSLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�FORVHW��
FKRRVLQJ�WR�DFFHSW�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�DVN�
LQJ�RWKHUV�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH��7KHUH�DUH�IHZ�
UHOLDEOH�VWDWLVWLFV�WR�EDFN�WKLV�XS��EXW�
SOHQW\�RI�DQHFGRWDO�HYLGHQFH��)RU�H[�
DPSOH��LQ�D�&%&�1HZV�VWRU\�LQ�2FWREHU��
.ULV�:HOOV��DQ�DVVLVWDQW�SURIHVVRU�ZLWK�
WKH�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�6H[XDO�0LQRULW\�6WXGLHV�
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$OEHUWD��H[SODLQHG�
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KRZڔ�PRUH�UHVRXUFHV��EHWWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�
DQG�D�PRUH�ZHOFRPLQJ�FXOWXUH�DUH�DO�
ORZLQJ�WUDQVJHQGHU�SHRSOH�WR�FRPH�RXW�
DW�\RXQJHU�DJHVڕ�
�ڕ�UH�VHHLQJڑV�D�GHஊQLWH�WUHQG�WKDW�ZHڑW,ڔ

:HOOV�WROG�&%&7ڔ��KHUH�DUH�PRUH�DQG�
PRUH�SRVLWLYH�UROH�PRGHOV��FKDOOHQJLQJ�
ROG�VWHUHRW\SHV�RI�EHLQJ�VLFN�RU�GLVHDVHG�
RU�EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�DV�D�IUHDN�RU�D�PRQVWHU��
7KDQNIXOO\��WKDW�GLVFRXUVH�LV�FKDQJLQJڕ�
2QH�RI�WKRVH�OHYHUDJLQJ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�

WR�VWHS�RXW�RI�WKH�VKDGRZV�LV�7D\ORU�6WUDZ��
D����\HDU�ROG�6&,�%&�SHHU�ZKR�OLYHV�RQ�
WKH�6XQVKLQH�&RDVW��&OHDUO\��6WUDZ�LV�QRW�
WKH�ஊUVW�WUDQVJHQGHU�SHUVRQ�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�
DQ�6&,��%XW�VKH�LV�GHஊQLWHO\�DPRQJ�WKH�
ஊUVW�WR�EH�VR�IRUWKFRPLQJ�DERXW�KHU�MRXU�
QH\�DQG�GHFLVLRQ�WR�PRYH�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�D�
IXOO�PDOH�WR�IHPDOH�WUDQVLWLRQ�
6WUDZ��ZKR�ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�ELUWKQDPH�

%UDQGRQ�EXW�ZHQW�E\�WKH�QLFNQDPH�%X]�
IURP�WKH�DJH�RI�ஊYH��JUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�/RZ�
HU�0DLQODQG��6KH�NQHZ�DW�DQ�HDUO\�DJH�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�GLVFRQQHFW�EHWZHHQ�KHU�
ELRORJLFDO�JHQGHU�DQG�ZKR�VKH�IHOW�OLNH�
LQVLGHڔ��:KHQ�,�ZDV�ஊYH��P\�VLVWHU��ZKR�
LV�ஊYH�\HDUV�ROGHU�WKDQ�PH��GUHVVHG�PH�
XS�LQ�KHU�FORWKHV�DQG�GLG�P\�KDLU�DQG�
PDNHXSڕ��VKH�H[SODLQVڔ��$W�WKDW�PRPHQW��
D�OLJKW�EXOE�ZHQW�RQ��$W�WKDW�WLPH��EH�
LQJ�WUDQVJHQGHU�GLGQڑW�KDYH�DQ\ZKHUH�
QHDU�WKH�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�LW�GRHV�WRGD\��
EXW�WKH�IHHOLQJ�,�KDG�ZKHQ�,�GUHVVHG�LQ�
KHU�FORWKHV�ZDV�VR�FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�PRUH�
ULJKW�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ�,�KDG�IHOW�EHIRUHڕ�
6R�EHJDQ�6WUDZڑV�VHFUHW�OLIHڌOLYLQJ�KHU�

FKLOGKRRG�DQG�WHHQ�\HDUV�RXWZDUGO\�DV�D�
PDOH��EXW�LQVLGH�ZUHVWOLQJ�ZLWK�JHQGHU�
DQG�NQRZLQJ�VKH�ZDV�VRPHKRZ�LQFRP�
SOHWH��,W�ZDV�D�WH[WERRN�FDVH�RI�JHQGHU�
G\VSKRULDڌWKH�SRZHUIXO� IHHOLQJ� WKDW�
RQHڑV�HPRWLRQDO�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�LGHQ�
WLW\�DV�PDOH�RU�IHPDOH�LV�RSSRVLWH�WR�RQHڑV�
ELRORJLFDO�VH[���*HQGHU�G\VSKRULD�XVHG�
WR�EH�FDOOHG�JHQGHU�LGHQWLW\�GLVRUGHU��EXW�
WKH�QDPH�ZDV�FKDQJHG�WR�UH஋HFW�WKDW�WKH�
PHGLFDO�SURIHVVLRQ��DQG�VRFLHW\�LQ�JHQ�
HUDO��QR�ORQJHU�VHHV�LW�DV�Dڔ�GLVRUGHUڕ��LQ�
PXFK�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKDW�EHLQJ�JD\�LV�QR�
ORQJHU�WKRXJKW�RI�DV�EHLQJ�D�GLVRUGHU��
�0HQWDOO\�DQG�HPRWLRQDOO\��,�ZDV�GUDZQڔ

WR�VRFLDO�JLUO�FLUFOHV��EXW�EHFDXVH�RI�P\�
PDVFXOLQH�DSSHDUDQFH��,�KXQJ�DURXQG�

ZLWK�WKH�JX\Vڕ��VKH�VD\V7ڔ��KHUH�DUH�VR�
PDQ\�UHDVRQV�WKDW�LW�ZDV�GL஌FXOW�WR�FRPH�
WR�WHUPV�ZLWK�P\�WUXH�VHOI��)RU�H[DPSOH��
LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��D�YHU\�஋DPER\DQW�IHOORZ�
VWXGHQW�ZDV�SLFNHG�RQ��PDGH�IXQ�RI�DQG�
HYHQWXDOO\�EHDWHQ�XS�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�ZKROH�
VFKRRO�IRU�DSSDUHQWO\�EHLQJ�JD\��$W�WKLV�
WLPH��LI�\RX�ZHUH�RSHQO\�JD\�RU�WUDQV�\RX�
ZRXOG�EH�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�D�IUHDN��:KDW�,�
NQRZ�QRZ�DV�P\�JHQGHU�LGHQWLW\�DQG�EH�
LQJ�WUDQVJHQGHU�ZDV�QRW�HYHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�
,�ZDV�DZDUH�RI�DW�WKLV�WLPH��DV�LW�ZDVQڑW�
RXW�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W��,Q�P\�\RXWK��
WKHUH�ZDV�DEVROXWHO\�QR�ZD\�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�
WR�UHYHDO�P\�JHQGHU�LGHQWLW\�WR�DQ\RQH��
OHW�DORQH�WKRVH�FORVHVW�WR�PHڕ�
6WUDZ�NHSW�XS�WKH�IDFDGH�LQWR�HDUO\�

DGXOWKRRG��7KDW�LQFOXGHG�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�
PDOH�GRPLQDWHG�SURIHVVLRQ�RI�FRQVWUXF�
WLRQ��7KHQ��DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����VKH�ZDV�
LQMXUHG�ZKLOH�GRLQJ�GHPROLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
VHFRQG�஋RRU�RI�WKH�:RRGZDUGڑV�EXLOG�
LQJ�LQ�GRZQWRZQ�9DQFRXYHU��6KH�ZDV�
RSHUDWLQJ�D�VNLG�VWHHU�ORDGHU�ZKHQ�VKH�
FDPH�WRR�FORVH�WR�WKH�EXLOGLQJڑV�HGJH��
7KH�PDFKLQH�WLSSHG�KHU�RXW�WKH�VLGH�WR�
WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW�EHORZ��7KH�UHVXOW�ZDV�LQ�
FRPSOHWH�&��&��TXDGULSOHJLD�
'XULQJ�WKH�JUXHOOLQJ�VL[�PRQWKV�RI�

UHKDE�WKDW�IROORZHG��DQG�LQWR�WKH�ஊUVW�
IHZ�\HDUV�RI�SRVW�LQMXU\� OLIH��6WUDZڑV�
JHQGHU�G\VSKRULD�WRRN�D�EDFN�VHDW�WR�
VLPSO\�WU\LQJ�WR�DGMXVW�WR�KHU�QHZ�UHDOLW\��
$QG�WKHQ��IRXU�\HDUV�DIWHU�KHU�DFFLGHQW��
ORYH�FDPH�NQRFNLQJ�DW�WKH�GRRU�
3HUKDSV�WKH�ELJJHVW�P\WK�DERXW�EHLQJ�

WUDQVJHQGHU�LV�WKDW�VH[XDOLW\�DQG�JHQGHU�
DUH�RQH�DQG�WKH�VDPH��,Q�UHDOLW\��WKH\�

DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�VHSDUDWH�IDFHWV�RI�KX�
PDQ�H[LVWHQFH��,Q�������6WUDZ�PDUULHG�
KHU�JLUOIULHQG�RI�WZR�\HDUV��7KH�FRXSOH�
PRYHG�WR� WKH�6XQVKLQH�&RDVW��ZKHUH�
WKH\ڑYH�EHHQ�HYHU�VLQFH��7KH\�ZDQWHG�D�
IDPLO\��DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�KDG�WKUHH�EHDXWLIXO�
FKLOGUHQ��FRQFHLYHG�WKH�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�ZD\�
ZLWK�DVVLVWDQFH�IURP�9DQFRXYHUڑV�6H[XDO�
+HDOWK�5HKDE�6HUYLFH�
)DPLO\�OLIH�DQG�EHLQJ�D�SDUHQW�FDPH�

QDWXUDOO\�WR�6WUDZ��%XW�VKH�FRQWLQXHG�
WR�ZUHVWOH�ZLWK�WKH�JHQGHU�LVVXH��2QH�
RI�WKH�E\�SURGXFWV�RI�JHQGHU�G\VSKRULD�
FDQ�EH�GLVWUHVV��DQ[LHW\��DQG�GHSUHVVLRQ��
$QG�IRU�PRVW��UHOLHI�RQO\�DUULYHV�WKURXJK�
DFFHSWDQFH��
�WKHUHڔ���VD\V�6WUDZڕ�YHU\�IHZ�\HDUV)ڔ

ZHUH�VRPH�VLJQLஊFDQW�PRPHQWV�WKDW�VLJ�
QDOOHG�WR�PH�WKDW�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�ZDV�WKH�
GLUHFWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�P\�OLIH�QHHGHG�WR�JRڕ�
*UDGXDOO\��6WUDZ�EHFDPH�DZDUH�WKDW�

WKH�ZRUOG�ZDV�VORZO\�FKDQJLQJ��6KHڑG�
VHHQ�VRPH�GRFXPHQWDULHV�DERXW�WUDQV�
SHRSOH��DQG�WKHQ��LQ�������-HQQHUڑV�UHY�
HODWLRQ�JDYH�KHU�WKH�SXVK�VKH�QHHGHG�
�2QFH�&DLWO\Q�-HQQHU�FDPH�RXW�DERXWڔ

EHLQJ�WUDQV�DQG�KHU�WUDQVLWLRQ��WKDW�ZDV�
D�PDMRU�VSULQJERDUG�IRU�PH��DV�,�FRXOG�
VHH�KRZ�WKH�SXEOLF�ZDV�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�
DZDUH�DQG�DFFHSWLQJڕ��VD\V�6WUDZڔ��$V�D�
UHVXOW��,�IHOW�PRUH�FRQஊGHQW�DERXW�VKDU�
LQJ�P\�LGHQWLW\�ZLWK�WKRVH�FORVHVW�WR�PH��
,Q�WKH�VXPPHU�RI�������P\�ZLIH�DQG�,�
KDG�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�,�UHYHDOHG�
WKDW�FKDQJLQJ�P\�JHQGHU�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�
,�KDG�WR�GRڕ�
7KDW�UHYHODWLRQ�GLGQڑW�FRPH�DV�D�FRP�

SOHWH�VXUSULVH�WR�KHU�ZLIH��DV�WKH�FRXSOH�
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KDG�GLVFXVVHG�6WUDZ�EHLQJ�WUDQVJHQGHU�
PDQ\�WLPHV�SUHYLRXVO\��1HYHUWKHOHVV��
6WUDZ�ZDV�UHOLHYHG�DW�KHU�ZLIHڑV�UHDFWLRQ�
�KHQ�,�FDPH�RXW�WR�P\�ZLIH��,�NQHZ�LW:ڔ

ZDVQڑW�JRLQJ�WR�FRPH�DV�D�KXJH�VKRFN�WR�
KHU��EXW�,�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�DERXW�MXVW�KRZ�
VXSSRUWLYH�DQG�HQFRXUDJLQJ�VKH�ZDV��$V�
PXFK�DV�,�DP�VHQVLWLYH�WR�WKH�IHHOLQJV�RI�
WKRVH�FORVHVW�WR�PH��,�NQHZ�WKDW�,�KDG�WR�
WHOO�WKHP�DERXW�P\�WUDQVLWLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�IRU�
PH�WR�EH�IXQFWLRQDO�DQG�KDSS\��(YHU\RQH�
,�KDYH�WROGڌP\�ZLIH��NLGV��VLVWHU��SDU�
HQWV�DQG�IULHQGVڌDUH�DOO�VXSSRUWLYH�DQG�
KDSS\�IRU�PHڕ�
$QG�WKDW��VD\V�6WUDZ��DOO�DGGHG�XS�WR�

D�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�FDWKDUVLV�
�V�ELJJHVW�ZHLJKW�EHڑW�ZDV�WKH�ZRUOG,ڔ

LQJ�SXOOHG�Rஉ�RI�PH��,�IHOW�VR�IUHH�DQG�
KDSS\��0RQWKV�DIWHU�,�FDPH�RXW��P\�ZLIH�
WROG�PH�ZKDW�Dڐ�JUXPS\�IX
��Uڑ�,�XVHG�
WR�EH��1RZ�VKH�VHHV�KRZ�KDSS\�,�DP�DQG�
KRZ�PXFK�PRUH�,ڑP�HQMR\LQJ�OLIHڕ�
1RW�DOO�WUDQVJHQGHU�SHRSOH�WUDQVLWLRQ��

$QG�WKHUH�DUH�GHJUHHV�RI�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�IRU�
WKRVH�ZKR�GR��6RPH�XQGHUJR�KRUPRQH�
WKHUDS\�WR�GHYHORS�EUHDVWV�DQG�D�IHPLQLQH�
DSSHDUDQFH��2WKHUV�FKRRVH�WR�PRYH�IRU�
ZDUG�ZLWK�D�IXOO�WUDQVLWLRQ��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�
VH[�UHDVVLJQPHQW�VXUJHU\�DQG�RWKHU�PHG�
LFDO�SURFHGXUHV�
)RU�6WUDZ��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�GRXEW�LQ�KHU�

PLQG�DERXW�KHU�SDWK�IRUZDUG�
���VKH�VD\Vڕ�W�ZDV�SUHWW\�PXFK�LQVWDQW,ڔ

��2QFH�,�NQHZ�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�WUDQVLWLRQڔ
,�NQHZ�,�ZDQWHG�WR�IXOO\�WUDQVLWLRQ��$V�D�
FKLOG�,�ZDQWHG�WR�SK\VLFDOO\�ORRN�OLNH�D�
JLUO��WR�KDYH�WKH�ERG\�RI�D�JLUO��2QFH�,�ZDV�
ROGHU�DQG�OHDUQHG�WKDW�VXUJHU\�ZDV�VRPH�
WKLQJ�,�FRXOG�GR�WR�PDNH�WKDW�KDSSHQ��,�
ZDV�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�WRS�DQG�ERWWRP�VXUJHU\�
ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�ZRXOG�ZRUN�WRZDUGVڕ�
6KH�GHVFULEHV�KHUVHOI�WRGD\�DV�EHLQJ�LQ�

WKH�HDUO\�VWDJHV�RI�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�
�P�FXUUHQWO\�GRLQJ�ODVHU�KDLU�UHPRYڑ,ڔ

DO�RQ�P\�IDFH��,ڑP�WDNLQJ�KRUPRQHV�WKDW�
DUH�QRWLFHDEO\�FKDQJLQJ�P\�ERG\��,�DP�LQ�
WKH�SURFHVV�RI�OHJDOO\�FKDQJLQJ�P\�QDPH�
DQG�JHQGHU�PDUNHU��,ڑP�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�D�
*3�ZKR�VSHFLDOL]HV�LQ�JHQGHU�LVVXHV�DQG�
ZH�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�FORVHO\�WRJHWKHU�WR�NHHS�
PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG��%HLQJ�ROGHU�WKDQ�RWKHUV�
ZKR�WUDQVLWLRQ�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�KRUPRQHV�
,�DP�RQ�GRQڑW�ZRUN�DV�IDVW��,WڑV�D�ZDLWLQJ�

JDPH�WR�VHH�ZKDW�LPSDFW�WKH\�KDYH�RQ�
P\�ERG\��%HIRUH�GRLQJ�WRS�VXUJHU\�\RX�
KDYH�WR�EH�RQ�KRUPRQHV�IRU�DW�OHDVW�WZR�
\HDUV��1HHGOHVV�WR�VD\��LWڑV�D�ORQJ�SURFHVV�
WR�JHW�WR�ZKHUH�,�UHDOO\�QHHG�WR�EHڕ�
6KH�FRQFHGHV�WKDW�6&,�SUHVHQWV�D�FKDO�

OHQJH�LQ�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�SURFHVV��
�7KH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�WUDQVLWLRQ�ZDV�PRUHڔ

GL஌FXOW�EHFDXVH�RI�P\�6&,ڕ��VKH�VD\V��
��GR�KDYH�D�KLJK�OHYHO�LQMXU\�DQG�QHHG,ڔ
VR�PXFK�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�P\�OLIH��,ڑP�VXUH�,�
ZRXOG�EH�IXUWKHU�DORQJ�LI�,�ZHUH�DEOH�ERG�
LHG��+RZHYHU��WKHUHڑV�QR�ZD\�,ڑP�OHWWLQJ�
LW�VWRS�PH�IURP�OLYLQJ�DV�P\�WUXH�VHOIڕ�
�6WUDZ�DOVR�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�SHUFHSWLRQV�

RI�PDOH�WR�IHPDOH�WUDQVJHQGHUHG�SHRSOH�
EHLQJ�ஊ[DWHG�RQ�XOWUD�IHPLQLQH�GUHVVHV�
DQG�RWKHU�FORWKHV�LV��IRU�WKH�PRVW�SDUW��D�
VWHUHRW\SH�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�FKDOOHQJHG�
��KDYH�FKDQJHG�P\�FORWKHV��EXW�QRW,ڔ

WR�D�IHPLQLQH�H[WUHPHڕ��VKH�H[SODLQV��
�3K\VLFDOO\��,�ORRN�YHU\�PDVFXOLQH��VR�IRUڔ
PH�WR�ZHDU�D�GUHVV�DQG�GR�P\�PDNHXS�
ZRXOG�QRW�EH�WKH�ORRN�,�DP�JRLQJ�IRU�DW�
WKLV�SRLQW��$V�P\�ERG\�FKDQJHV�PRUH�
SK\VLFDOO\��,�ZLOO�HPEUDFH�D�PRUH�IHP�
LQLQH�VW\OH��EXW�IRU�QRZ�LW�MXVW�ZRXOGQڑW�
ORRN�ULJKW��$JDLQ��WKLV�LV�D�WUDQVLWLRQ�DQG�
�P�RQO\�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�VWDJHV�RI�PDNڑ,
LQJ�P\�FRPPXQLW\�PRUH�DZDUH�RI�P\�
WUXH�VHOI��2QFH�WKDWڑV�SXW�RXW�WKHUH��DQG�
PRUH�RI�P\�IHDWXUHV�KDYH�IHPLQL]HG��,�
ZLOO�IHHO�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�JRLQJ�RXW�LQ�
SXEOLF��SUHVHQWLQJ�LQ�D�PRUH�IHPLQLQH�
PDQQHU��7KDW�EHLQJ�VDLG��ZKR�JHWV�WR�VD\�
ZKDW�LV�IHPLQLQH�DQG�ZKDW�LV�PDVFXOLQH"�
,�NQRZ�ORWV�RI�ODGLHV�ZKR�ZHDU�MHDQV��D�
7�VKLUW�DQG�D�EDVHEDOO�KDW�DQG�ORRN�UHDOO\�
EHDXWLIXO��,V�WKDW�QRW�IHPLQLQH"ڕ
6KH�DGGV�WKDW�VKHڑV�UHDOLVWLF�DERXW�KRZ�

VKH�ORRNVڌDQG�UHDOL]HV�WKDW��DW�WKLV�SRLQW��
QRERG\�LV�JRLQJ�WR�PLVWDNH�KHU�DV�IHPDOH�
IURP�ELUWKڔ��-XVW�EHFDXVH�,�LGHQWLI\�DV�D�
ZRPDQڕ��VKH�VD\Vڔ��GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�
,�PXVW�FRQIRUP�WR�ZKDW�VRFLHW\�VHHV�DV�D�
W\SLFDOO\�IHPLQLQH�VW\OHڕ�
6KH�DOVR�VD\V�WKDW�HDVLQJ�XS�RQ�WKH�

XOWUD�IHPLQLQH�DSSURDFK�PDNHV�LW�HDVLHU�
IRU�IULHQGV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�WR�
DFFHSW�KHUڌVRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VKHڑV�EHHQ�
SOHDVDQWO\�VXUSULVHG�WR�VHH�KDSSHQ�
�YHU\WKLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�SRVLWLYH�DQG)ڔ

VXSSRUWLYH��0\�FLUFOH�RI�VXSSRUW�KDV�JRW�

WHQ�ELJJHU�DQG�ELJJHU��DQG�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�
NQRZV�KDV�H[SUHVVHG�WKHLU�WRWDO�EDFNLQJ��
3HRSOH�ZKR�WUDQVLWLRQ�WHQG�WR�EH�EHWWHU��
KDSSLHU�SHRSOH�WKDQ�WUDQVJHQGHU�SHRSOH�
ZKR�GRQڑW�WUDQVLWLRQ��6R�DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�
LV�FKDQJH��LWڑV�D�JRRG��SRVLWLYH�FKDQJHڕ�
6KHڑV�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�VXSSRUW��$QG�QRW�

VXUSULVLQJO\��VKHڑV�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�JUDG�
XDO�DFFHSWDQFH�RI�WUDQVJHQGHU�SHRSOH�LQ�
RXU�VRFLHW\ڌDQG�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�
KHOSHG�PDNH�LW�KDSSHQ�
�Q�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��WKH�DZDUHQHVV,ڔ

DQG�VXSSRUW�IRU�WUDQV�SHRSOH�KDV�JURZQ�
VLJQLஊFDQWO\��:LWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�SHRSOH�OLNH�
&DLWO\Q�-HQQHU��ZKR�FKRVH�WR�WUDQVLWLRQ�
VR�SXEOLFO\��DQG�-XVWLQ�7UXGHDX��ZKR�DF�
NQRZOHGJHV�WKH�WUDQV�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�
WKHLU�ULJKWV��DORQJ�ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�RWKHU�DF�
WLYLVWV�WKURXJKRXW�&DQDGD�DQG�WKH�86$��
WKHUH�LV�PRUH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�SURWHF�
WLRQ�IRU�WKH�WUDQVJHQGHU�FRPPXQLW\ڕ��
6KHڑV�ZHOO�DZDUH�WKDW��ZKLOH�VKHڑV�QRW�

VHWWLQJ�DQ\�SUHFHGHQWV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�
WR�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF��VKH�LV�KHOSLQJ�WR�
EUHDN�D�WUDLO�IRU�RWKHUV�ZLWK�6&,�ZKR�DOVR�
TXHVWLRQ�WKHLU�JHQGHU�LGHQWLW\�
�2XU�OLPLWHG�FKRLFHV�DUH�H[SDQGLQJ�EHڔ

FDXVH�RI�WKH�FRPSOLFDWHG�QDWXUH�RI�JHQGHU��
-XVW�EHFDXVH�\RXڑUH�ERUQ�ZLWK�D�SHQLV�RU�D�
YDJLQD��WKDW�GRHV�QRW�GHஊQH�\RX�DV�D�PDQ�
RU�D�ZRPDQ��2QFH�,�UHYHDOHG�WR�P\�ORYHG�
RQHV�WKDW�,�DP�WUDQVJHQGHU��,�WRRN�D�KXJH�
VLJK�RI�UHOLHI�WKDW�,�FRXOG�ஊQDOO\�VWDUW�OLYLQJ�
DV�P\�WUXH�VHOI��,I�\RX�DUH�WUDQVJHQGHU��
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�\RX�KDYH�DQ�6&,�
RU�QRW��\RX�KDYH�WR�KRQRXU�\RXU�WUXH�VHOI��
,W�ZRQڑW�QHFHVVDULO\�EH�D�VPRRWK�SDWK��HV�
SHFLDOO\�LI�\RX�KDYH�DQ�6&,��EXW�WKDWڑV�WKH�
QDWXUH�RI�OLIH��:H�HQFRXQWHU�KLFFXSV�DQG�
VSHHG�EXPSV�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�WKRVH�H[SHUL�
HQFHV�FDQ�XOWLPDWHO\�HQULFK�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�
PDNH�XV�EHWWHU�SHRSOHڕ��■�
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ERRN�0\�+XVEDQG�%HWW\��E\�+HOHQ�%R\G��
�V�UHDOO\�ZHOO�ZULWWHQ��DQG�SURYLGHV�DڑW,ڔ
ZHDOWK�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��ERWK�SHUVRQDO�DQG�
VFLHQWL୽F��DERXW�EHLQJ�WUDQVJHQGHUڕ��VKH�
VD\Vڔ��$Q\RQH�ZKR�LV�RQ�WKLV�SDWK�VKRXOG�
WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�UHDG�LWڕ�
3KRWRV�RI�7D\ORU�ZHUH�WDNHQ�DW�6ZLVK�
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